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Reform
s'from

'the'1990’'and'onw
ard'

• Decentraliza<on'
'• M

anagem
ent'by'objec<ves'

'• Introduc<on'of'independent'schools'



Educa<on'Act'and'na<onal'curricula'

(Sw
edish'Agency'for'Educa<on,'2010,'2011)'



N
a<onal'curriculum

'Lgr11'
• States'goals'and'content'–'the'“w

hat”'and'
“how

”.''

• Fundam
ental'values'and'goals,'core'content,'

grading'criteria.'

• Support'for'im
plem

enta<on:'conferences,'
sem

inars,'guidelines,'film
s,'general'advice,'

and'inform
a<on'to'parents.'



N
ew

'grading'system
'

Draw
ing:'Kjell'N

ilssonYM
äki'



Increased'na<onal'tes<ng''

Photo:'Stefan'Bergm
ark''''



W
ri\en'review

s'of'students’'achievem
ents'

'



Q
ualifica<on'for'all'teachers''

'



Problem
s'w

ith'the'm
easuring'agenda'

• O
neYsided'view

'on'learning'and'know
ledge'–''“hard'

facts”.''
• Disregarding'experience'from

'w
ithin'schools'

• Interpersonal'rela<ons'tend'to'receive'less'a\en<on."
• Tend'to'deYprofessionalize'the'teaching'force.''

Photo:'Thinkstock'



Alterna<ves'to'the'm
easuring'agenda'

'
• M

ul<dim
ensional'perspec<ves'on'learning'

• Student'voice'–'students’'ow
n'experiences'of'

school'
• Teacher'trust'
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M
y'research'area'focuses'on'

the'im
portance'of'

interpersonal'rela<onships'
for'learning'and'w

ellYbeing'
for'both'students'and'
teachers.''
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Teacher'responsibility'

O
ne$part$is$

rela,onships,$one$
part$is$know

ledge,$
together$they$form

$a$
unity$in$learning.$
O
ne$thread$is$you,$

one$thread$is$m
e,$

together$w
e$form

$the$
fabric$that$is$the$
school.'
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Steering'docum
ents'

'
• Suppor<ng'student'learning'
'• Encouraging'students’'developm

ent'of'an'ethical'
ab

tude'
'• Prom

o<ng'health'and'w
ellYbeing'

Learning#–#Ethics#:#Health#



Care,'trust'and'interpersonal'rela<ons'
All'w

ho'w
ork'in'the'school'should:''

• “contribute'to'developing'the'pupils’'sense'of'togetherness'
and'solidarity,'and'responsibility'for'people'outside'the'
im

m
ediate'group,”(Lgr11,'p.'14).'

'• '“in'their'ac<vi<es'contribute'to'the'school'being'perm
eated'

by'the'spirit'of'solidarity'betw
een'people,”'(Lgr'11,'p.'14).'

'• “cooperate'in'order'to'm
ake'the'school'a'good'environm

ent'
for'developm

ent'and'learning.“'(Lgr'11,'p.'16).''



Student'experience'and'par<cipa<on'
• 

“All'w
ho'w

ork'in'the'school'should'support'the'pupils’'ability'and'
w
illingness'to'both'influence'and'take'responsibility'for'the'social,'

cultural'and'physical'school'environm
ent.”'(Lgr'11,'p.'17).''

• 
“Teachers'should'take'as'their'star<ng'point'that'the'pupils'are'
able'and'w

illing'to'take'personal'responsibility'for'their'learning'
and'w

ork'in'school.”(Lgr'11,'p.'17).''
'• 

“Teachers'should'be'responsible'for'ensuring'that'all'pupils'can'
exercise'real'influence'over'w

orking'm
ethods,'form

s'and'contents'
of'educa<on,'and'ensure'that'this'influence'grow

s'w
ith'increasing'

age'and'm
aturity.”'(Lgr'11,'p.'17).''



Ethics'in'schools'
Ethical'perspec<ves'in'schools'relate'to'the'
psychoYsocial'and'the'physical'envirom

ent:'
'• Interpersonal'rela<onships'
• Content'
• M

ethods'
• O

rganiza<on'of'educa<on'''



Students’'voices'about'their'school'

M
eet$m

e$in$an$authen,c$
w
ay,$respect$and$appreciate$

m
e$for$w

ho$I$am
,$let$m

e$
par,cipate$and$influence$our$
shared$environm

ent$–$and$
w
e$w

ill$learn$from
$each$

other.$$
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Students’'experiences'
• M

eet'm
e'

'• See,'hear'and'respect'm
e'

'• Let'm
e'influence'



M
eet'm

e'

• To'feel'm
utual'understanding'and'a'sense'of'

belonging'
• To'feel'cared'for'and'being'acknow

ledged'

�It’s'w
hen'you'get'the'right'grade,'w

hen'you'realize'
that'the'teacher'has'acknow

ledged'm
e…

I'like'w
hen'

the'teachers'talk'about'other'things,'I'm
ean,'gets'

involved'in'the'students�'life,'not'only'in'school'
w
ork�'(student'in'grade'9)'



See,'hear'and'respect'm
e'

• Dialogue'and'listening'for'respechul'rela<onships'
• Acknow

ledgem
ent'and'apprecia<on'increasing'selfY

effi
cacy''

'�I'love'being'appreciated.'O
ne'sim

ple'com
plim

ent'
w
arm

s'm
y'heart�'(student'in'grade'8)'



Let'm
e'influence'

• Sharing'pow
er'and'responsibility'

• Valuing'different'abili<es'and'com
petences'to'

elucidate'student'learning'
'�I'feel'good'w

hen'I'get'to'decide�'(student'in'grade'4)'
�It'w

ould'be'fun…
'to'do'presenta<ons'orally'not'just'in'

w
ri<ng.'O

ne'can'm
ake'a'play'or'som

ething.'It'is'm
ore'

fun'to'learn'then
�'(student'in'grade'9)'



Prac<cal'im
plica<ons'for''

school'im
provem

ent'

Student#
experience#

######Teacher#
responsibility#

An#
apprecia3ve#

aD
tude#

'



An'apprecia<ve'ab
tude'

If$w
e$try$to$discover$the$

best$in$others,$w
e$w

ill$
discover$the$best$in$
ourselves.$Apprecia,on$
gives$ripples$on$the$w

ater$
and$contributes$to$
posi,ve$im

provem
ent$of$

the$school.$$
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An'apprecia<ve'ab
tude'in'school'

'
Com

bine'students�'w
ishes'about'school'and'teachers�'

responsibili<es'expressed'in'steering'docum
ents.'

'Develop'a'num
ber'of'teacher'com

petences,'such'as'the'ability'
to:'

'• M
eet'students'w

here'they'are'
• Care'for'students'
• Have'faith'in'students’'abili<es'
• O

rganize'educa<on'w
ith'students�'experiences'as'a'star<ng'

point'
• Invite'students'to'influence'and'par<cipate'
• Encourage'and'recognize'students'



Discover'the'pow
er'of'

apprecia<on'and'use'it'
consciously'as'fuel'for'
school'im

provem
ent'
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Possible'issues'and'opportuni<es'

• Focus'on'm
easurable'know

ledge'in'subjects'–'
placing'm

ul<dim
ensional'perspec<ves'and'the'

civic'm
ission'of'schooling'in'the'background'or'

leading'to'be\er'student'perform
ance?'

• Em
phasis'on'predefined'core'content'of'

educa<on'Y'deYprofessionalizing'the'teaching'
force'or'facilita<ng'teachers’'w

ork?'



Thank'you!'

ulrika.bergm
ark@

ltu.se'


